Lyth Hill Advisory Group
Meeting held at Bayston Hill Memorial Hall on Tuesday 13th November 2018

1. Present:  
	Ted Clarke (TC) -Chair and Shropshire Council; Edward Andrews (EA) -Shropshire Council Country Parks and Heritage Sites Officer; 

David Morgan (DM) - Lyth Hill Residents’ Association, 

Chris Pearson (CP) – LHRA
Chris Rigby (CR) – Longden PC
	Paul Carter (PC) - Longden PC standing in for Mike Whittal,
Jan Whittall (JW) – Bayston Hill PC

Roger Evans (RE) –Shropshire Council 


Apologies: Mike Whittall
2. Minutes – the minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2018 were confirmed as a correct record.

3. Matters Arising
a) Condition of track. EA reported that hehad discussed the condition of the surface of the track with colleagues in the RoW team. Their advice was that the surface is acceptable for use as a public bridleway. They had no objection to improvements to the surface including tarmac strips provided the cost of doing so was born by others. DM said he had written to all owners of properties neighbouring the track and almost all had replied. Virtually all felt the condition of the surface to be poor and a number had said they might make a ‘small’ financial contribution. He had not pursued the matter further but thought it unlikely that the people concerned would be prepared to stump up the amount needed to lay strips of tarmac along the full length. Things had gone quiet recently. Doubts were expressed about tarmac strips which might easily deteriorate and not provide a lasting solution. DM said that the subject would come up again later in the agenda in the context of extending grazing to the land in front of the residences and the impact of this on the habits of dog walkers.
b) No Access Signs. EA said that these have arrived and will be erected this week.

c) Publication of LHAG Minutes. EA confirmed that there were no issues and the agreed minutes can be published e.g. on the websites of both parish councils. Finalised minutes will be circulated to both parish clerks.

4. Update on Funding Situation – EA said both parishes are continuing to fund the maintenance of the site and Shropshire Council is very grateful for this. In total this amounts to c. £18k. p.a. Mark Blount has recently written to them requesting that this support is continued for 2019/20. This is the first full year in which both parishes would be paying the full contribution. Going forward there is a chance that some “new” income could come from Natural England in the form of an annual grant for extending grazing and if so the parish contributions could be looked at again.  EA said that due to an IT issue the previous day he had been unable to produce a financial status report showing what is left to spend in 2018/19. He will do that in the next week and circulate it.
5. Management Plan –

EA referred to an item in the management plan that had not yet been taken forward which was the use of a professional camera drone service to take footage to show the types of the ground vegetation and particularly the extent of the bracken. He proposed deferring this until next year when the bracken is in full foliage again. DM said that at present areas where bracken has been rolled are conspicuous and if a budget is available it might be worth taking footage soon to allow a comparison between winter and summer. EA agreed to discuss the options further once the remaining budget is known.
6. Site Management Issues

a. Stewardship. EA said the application for Natural England higher tier stewardship looks promising. If successful, funding would be available from January 2019. The scheme aims to use a variety of techniques to maximise the biodiversity of grassland areas across the site. In the E. field the number of dogs and owners is likely to preclude grazing for the foreseeable future. Instead the area will be cut annually and species rich green hay will continue to be spread to improve the species mix. In the Western area, seasonal grazing will continue as now. The recent establishment of a water supply will greatly facilitate this. In the central area including the grassland at the top of the hill new fencing running down from the top car park will enclose extra land for seasonal grazing by dexter cattle. There followed a debate about the impact of the extension of grazing and the potential for residents who were paying for the maintenance of the site to object due to loss of access. EA and DM explained there would be no loss of access. The proposal involved extending the grazed area for certain periods of the year but not necessarily extending the number of livestock. The breed involved had already been shown to be extremely docile and there is no requirement to exclude the public nor even to keep dogs on leads in their vicinity.
b. Proposal to open C4 to cattle, risk assessment. DM said that C4 appears to have been fenced off ever since the land came into public ownership presumably due to safety concerns relating to the cliff. It is mainly secondary woodland with sycamore dominant and a carpet of bramble on the ground. As such it is probably not in optimum condition for wildlife habitat. The owner of the cattle had suggested that if openings in the fence were provided the dexters could use it for shelter or if threatened by passing dogs/people. Thus over time they might improve it by opening up the ground cover and so encourage more botanical diversity. However there would need to be appropriate signage warning the public not to enter. After a discussion all agreed that no public access to this area should be allowed. The matter was best left on the table for now and could be revisited once the cattle had become established in C3.
c. Proposed Notice Board. DM explained that while there are Shropshire’s Great Outdoors and Parish websites and various social media channels devoted to the county’s outdoor sites many people don’t access them. This proposal was for a simple notice board somewhere in the vicinity of the view point car park. On this could be displayed seasonal notices explaining why practical work is being carried out and contact numbers for use by potential volunteers. There was a debate about the potential for vandalism, the pros and cons of a board with lockable doors or a simple marine ply board on a metal stand. EA said that a board with lockable doors might cost less than £200 and hence would be affordable. It was agreed to pursue this solution and to site it somewhere close to the dog bins taking account of the exposed nature of that part of the site.
d. Track between Viewpoint car park and Coppice Gate. RE said that in his opinion this track is not safe for use as a public footpath/bridleway in its current condition due to the numerous pot holes which fill with water in wet weather. DM reported that some residents had raised a concern that at times when cattle were grazing inside the fence more dog walkers might be expected to use the track instead of the grass path. This would increase the risk of conflict with traffic. All agreed that the speed restriction was widely ignored.

e. Encroachment on track by residents. DM showed a recent photograph showing the stones laid to protect  a small patch of land near 2 Coppice gate. This was debated and most felt it was not a significant issue and it could not be challenged unless all other residents who had placed stones on the grass verge were treated similarly. Agreed that no action is to be taken.

f. Road signs, - already covered under Matters Arising

g. Bracken Control – DM reported that the three main approaches adopted so far, i.e. Azulox spraying, horse rolling and use of the dexters to trample bracken infested areas seem to be having a noticeable effect. There is more grass and other vegetation among the dead fronds than in recent years. If a budget is available he recommended that all three should continue. Although rolling does not eliminate bracken regrowth it does dramatically cut the period when full-frond bracken hampers other management. He felt that we need to monitor the impact of the 2018 spraying but the flat triangular areas in the W meadow above and below the diagonal path could be targets for spraying next year.
h. Seasonal Tasks. EA reported that with his agreement, since the end of the nesting season the volunteers had been targeting the scrub and bramble that are threatening the remaining patches of rare acid grassland. They are currently alternating weekly between this and erecting or repairing fencing to allow C3 to be grazed. The team deserved much credit for their efforts.
i. Scrub Management Winter 2018/19 – EA said that to supplement the work being carried out by volunteers he proposed to let a contract this winter to carry out clearance of some of the more established scrub on the S. margin of the large field. At this point DM played to those present a video taken by him in August 1991 of the site. All agreed that (a) the top of the hill was almost completely devoid of trees at that time, (b) the area below the E meadow was covered in bracken and some small gorse bushes but there were no trees. Little or no maintenance has been done in the 27 years since the video was shot. As a result the site has markedly changed, scrub and elder have grown and parts are developing into secondary woodland. This is a controversial matter and some don’t like to see any trees removed. The contractors will therefore carry out the work over a number of years to avoid a sudden change of appearance.
j. Unauthorised bike access to the hill. DM outlined the events which had occurred over the summer. A group of teenage bikers had repeatedly visited the site armed with spades and mattocks and had created channels both in Spring Coppice and down the bracken covered slope to use for BMX biking. Requests to them to stop had been largely ignored. The police had been called and a Community Support Officer had visited on the first occasion but after those concerned had left. On the final occasion in September the teenagers were accompanied by an adult. DM had tried to ring the police again. Since then he had seen no evidence of further activity. TC said that he had been made aware, knew the individual and had had a conversation with him. It transpired that a Lyth Hill resident had visited the person concerned at his home. RE said he wished he had been aware of these concerns at the time and requested that residents contact him before taking action if something similar happens again. He would contact Shropshire Council to get someone out.
k. Tree Works – EA said that a neighbouring land owner Glyn Passant had reported that one or two trees in Spring Coppice on the fence line near his field were causing damage to the fence. EA had agreed to get a contractor to trim them as necessary.
l. Enquiry from Airband Community Internet – EA handed out glossy pamphlets outlining why this company wishes to erect a mast at Lyth Hill. They have been awarded a contract to provide better broadband to rural communities and need a triangulated network of transmitters across the county. The desired site is near the point where the track between the two car parks widens out. There was a debate about the pros and cons of this. DM said that in his opinion most residents would not get a direct benefit as Lyth Hill already enjoys fibre optic superfast broadband. Lyth Hill is a sensitive unspoiled site and a new mast will be seen by many as an unwelcome intrusion. one obvious question would be why can’t the existing nearby mast be utilised?, or why can’t the proposed mast be erected on the farmland close to it? Other questions would be:

- how high would it be? Which communities will actually benefit from it? - How much money would be paid to Shropshire Council to place it here? It was mentioned that masts lower than “n” metres don’t require formal planning consent only consent of the landowner in this case SC. EA undertook to ask Airband for more information and to report back.
m. Volunteer Group update – DM said that most of the activities had already been reported but over 550 manhours effort had been recorded so far this year compared to 476 in 2017. All present wished to record their thanks to the volunteers for their efforts throughout the year.

7. A.O.B. the subject of access to a suitable flail mower was raised. This would greatly facilitate bramble clearance and bracken control. EA said he had been considering the purchase of a machine to share across all sites and he was still pursuing this but there was now a purchase freeze due to the financial constraints affecting the council budget. DM mentioned that Chris Gethin had offered assistance using a towed self powered flail . This might be the simpler option.
8. Next Meeting Dates-

Bayston Hill Memorial Hall 7pm Tues 5th March 2019

Site Meeting 6pm Tuesday 9th July 2019

Bayston Hill Memorial Hall 7pm 12th November 2019.
dbm 14/11/2018
