Lyth Hill Advisory Group
Meeting held at Bayston Hill Memorial Hall on Tuesday 7th March, 2017

Present:  Ted Clarke (chair and Shropshire Council); Ed Andrews (Shropshire Council – Parks and Countryside Officer); Jan Whittall (Bayston Hill PC); Chris Rigby (Longden PC); Mike Whittall (Longden PC); David Morgan (LHRA) Rod Bacon (LHRA); David Pannett (Shropshire Geological Society)
Apologies:  Roger Evans

1. Minutes – the meeting confirmed the minutes of the 22nd November as a correct record.
2. Matters Arising
 a) Land at far western end – an update was required from Mark Blount. Follow up needed            (action EA).
 b) Hill Signage – it had been agreed that  ‘do’s and don’ts ‘ slots on the main notice boards should be added (action EA)
3. Funding Update – The Council had prepared a business plan and remained in discussion with appropriate parish councils over Country Park funding. Both Bayston Hill and Longden Parish Councils had agreed to meet the initial costs specified by the Council, with precepts being increased accordingly. Longden’s precept increase would be staged.
4. Management Plan – the latest Plan ran to 2015 and was therefore in need of an update, regardless of the added importance of being able to present a current Plan to funders.   It was agreed that EA would liaise with colleagues over the style and content of the revised               document. It was envisaged that it would be far more succinct and would pay attention to issues such as environmental degradation brought about by visitor pressure; the livestock grazing issue; bracken control etc.. DM offered to provide comments for inclusion. Once a draft was prepared, it would be circulated to all Group members for comment. (action EA,DM)
5. Site Management Issues

a) Insurance – noting that the ground at the lower end of the boardwalk was difficult to negotiate at present it was agreed that particular care was needed to maintain structures.
b) Toposcope Pictorials – agreement was reached on putting the new pictorial panels in place. together with stonework and sheeting at the base where water had been gathering.(action EA/DM)
c) Next Site Meeting – would look at a proposal to create a new path at the western end of the site and also consider areas experiencing severe erosion (action Site Meeting)
d) Volunteer Working Parties – a reinvigorated team organised by DM had undertaken various tasks, putting in 79 hours of work this year to date.  JW offered to place an article in The Villager designed to draw volunteers from Bayston Hill (action DM/JW)
6. Composition of LHAG – DM requested that a representative of the volunteers should be added to the composition of the LHAG. Discussion took place on the make up of the Group , as set out in 2004. While appreciative of the work being done by volunteers there was apprehension over acceding to this request. It was recommended that a volunteer representative could attend, but not as a full member of the LHAG. 
7. November 2018 Beacon – all agreed that the request from the Scouts to organise a beacon on the Hill on 11th November 2018 as part of a national commemoration of the end of WW1 should be supported. It would be located similarly to previous beacons and it was recommended that turf be removed beforehand if possible. (action TC)

8. Next meetings:

              a) Site  Meeting – Tuesday 11th July, 7pm at Viewpoint Car Park

              b) Tuesday 21st November, 7.30pm at BHMH (EA to book room )
             This concluded the business
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